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Dear Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to the enclosed documents cited on the 
accompanying PTO-1449 form. Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.97,entry of this Information Disclosure 
Statement is respectfully solicited. 
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forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) and a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e). Accordingly, 
enclosed is our check in the amount of $180.00, the requisite fee associated with filing this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1), it is certified that each item of information contained in 
the accompanying form PTO-1449 was first cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
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These documents were cited by the patent office in Europe in the corresponding 
European patent application (European Patent AppHcation No. 01306487) in the European 
Search Report dated June 11, 2004. 

This information disclosure is not a representation that any of the cited documents are 
considered pertinent, or that any of the cited docimients are indeed prior art. 

It is respectfijUy requested that the Examiner consider and make of record the documents 
herein cited and that a copy of Form PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner and returned to the 
, undersigned. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any insufficient fees or credit any 
overpayment associated with this paper to Deposit Acct. No. 50-0320. 
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